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TOURNAMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. Participants:  Each team will consist of two participants.    Participants must be 18 years of age or fishing with an adult or guardian.  All participants 16 years or older must have a valid Oklahoma fishing license.  Exception to Number of Participants:  (Invite a Friend Day) Each team will be allowed one friend to join their team during the designated tournaments listed on the schedule.  The purpose is to introduce people to Christ and the FOCAS ministries.  

2. Dues & Fees:  Membership dues are $25 per person per year. (The Local Chapter receives $10 and National Chapter receives $15.)  Tournament entry fees are $30 per two-person team.  A payback schedule is available upon request.  FOCAS officers reserve the right to refuse entry to anyone.

3. Substitutions:  Substitution will be allowed as long as one original team member is present.  Each substitute is allowed to fish one tournament without paying the membership fee.  If that same substitute participates in more than one tournament during the season, that substitute will be required to pay the membership fee.  Failure to do so will result in disqualification for that event.  A member may elect to fish without a partner, but must pay the full entry fee.
4. Inappropriate Conduct:  Alcoholic beverages, drugs, firearms, or foul language will not be allowed at any FOCAS sponsored event.  Any infraction of these may be deemed cause for permanent disqualification.

5. Sportsmanship:  Safety, courtesy, and conservation are a big priority of FOCAS and are expected from all participants.

6. Safety:  Coast Guard approved life jackets, kill switches, and working bow and stern running lights are mandatory.  Life jackets must be worn when the boat is on plane.  Breaking any state and federal boating laws may be cause for disqualification.

7. Boats:  All boats must have working aerated live wells.  All live wells will be checked before each tournament by the Tournament Director or Chapter Officer.  All boats must be currently tagged and pass all state and federal safety regulations.

8. Pre-tournament Practice:  There are no off limits prior to the tournament dates.

9. Tackle and Equipment:  Only artificial lures may be used.  Pork rinds, commercial scents, and dip-n-dye are allowed.  Dip nets are allowed.  Each participant may only fish with one rod at a time.  No trolling allowed.

10. Permitted Fishing Locations:  Teams can only fish areas of the lake open to access and fishing.  Any team that fishes in off limit waters will be disqualified.  Participants may not fish within 20 yards of another participant who is already fishing.  Fishing is allowed from boat only and confined to waters specified in the tournament.  Participants must not depart the boat to fish or land a fish.  Both participants must remain in the boat at all times expect in the case of emergency or life threatening situation.  In such an emergency, participants may be removed from their boat to another participant’s boat or rescue boat.  In case of boat or motor problems, one or both participants can hitch a ride to weigh-in with another participating team or rescue boat.  The Tournament Director or Chapter Officer must be notified immediately of such problems.
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11. Culling:  No culling is allowed at the ramp area.

12. Seeding Bass:   Seeding bass captured from another body of water is prohibited.

13. Tournament Hours:  Start and finish times for each tournament will be posted on the tournament schedule and on the Chapter website.  Be at the ramp 30 minutes prior to take off for check-in.  If arriving late for take-off, find a FOCAS officer, pay entry fee, and have live well checked before fishing.  Teams late for weigh-in will be penalized one pound for every five minutes late. Fifteen minutes late will result in disqualification.

14. Official Time:  The official timekeeper for the tournament is the FOCAS Tournament Director or Chapter Officer.  Official time will be announced prior to take off.

15. Weigh-in:  A maximum of five bass per team may be weighed-in.  All fish for weigh-in must meet legal length limits for that specific tournament lake.  Length limit will be announced prior to take-off.  Fish will be measured on a flat board (Golden Rule) with mouth closed and tail lobes pressed together to get tail to touch.  Only large mouth/black bass, Kentucky/spotted bass, or small mouth bass are allowed.  All bass weighed in will be released unless a trophy fish is caught.  No dead fish will be weighed in.  Weigh-in bags must be used.  Weigh-in will not begin until the last boat is out of the water.

16. Release Boats:  We may be using release boats at weigh-ins.  If a release boat is used, then after weighing and being photographed with your fish, place the fish in the live wells of the designated release boats to be dispersed back into the lake. 

17. Scoring:  Scoring will be based on the following point system. Each team will be awarded points for:  Showing up for tourney – 15 points; Weighing in fish – 5 points.  All eligible fish will be weighed to determine the team’s total weight.  The team with the highest weight will be determined the winner.  The top three teams will be awarded the following points:  First place – 15 points; Second place – 10 points; Third place – 5 points.  The maximum number of points that can be earned during a single tournament is 35 points.  Each team’s six highest tournament scores will be added together to determine the team’s yearly total score.  The team with the highest yearly total score will be determined the “Team of the Year.”  
18. Co-ed Scoring:  Co-ed team scoring will be the same as above with the exception of substitutions.  Substitution on a designated co-ed team must maintain the integrity of the male/female team.  If a substitution does not maintain the male/female status, the score for that tournament will be used only in the regular “Team of the Year” standings and will not be applied to the co-ed standings.  If a member of a co-ed team chooses to fish alone, this will preserve the integrity of the male/female team.  All co-ed teams are eligible to win the regular “Team of the Year.”

19. Family Scoring:  “Family” refers to a team made up of one adult and one child, age 15 or younger.  Family team scoring will be the same as above with the exception of substitutions.  Substitution on a designated family team must maintain the integrity of the adult/child team.  If a substitution does not maintain the adult/child status, the score for that tournament will be used only in the regular “Team of the Year” standings and will not be applied to the family standings.  If a member of a family team chooses to fish alone, this will preserve the integrity of the adult/child team.  All family teams are eligible to win the regular “Team of the Year.”

20. Payout:  Payout is made for first, second, third places and for big bass.  In the event one or more of these places are not taken or fish are not weighed in, then the payout for those places will remain with the FOCAS chapter for the use in funding ministry events.

21. Cheating:  Anyone who has been caught cheating will be disqualified for the rest of the season.
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22. Ties:   Tournament weigh-in ties will be decided by the greater number of fish.  If a tie still exists, the two or more position prizes will be added together and will be divided between the teams that are tied.  End-of-the-year point ties will be decided by the greater weight.  If a tie still exists, then by the greater number of fish.
23. Protests:  Any protests should be made in writing at the weigh-in within fifteen minutes of the conclusion of the weigh-in.

24. Waiver:  All participants must sign a waiver form releasing tournament officials, participants, hosts, and sponsors from any and all claims, injuries, and/or damages incurred with the FOCAS sponsored event.

25. Rules:  The rules will be interpreted by the Tournament Directors and/or Chapter Officers and all decisions will be final.

(Revised 01/15/10)
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